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FOREWORD.

The great epics of India, the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata, have from time immemorial wielded
an enormous influence on the habits and customs of
the Indian people and have also served as a veritable

, mine for the selection of appropriate themes by the
great poets of the country. The ambition of every
author, whether in India or elsewhere, is to choose
a hero and delineate his character in such a manner
as would produce the best effect on the readers, by
unconsciously leading them to follow or imitate the
hero so chosen. While the characters depicted by
the authors of other countries have been more or less
the products of their own imagination, the authors of
India have invariably chosen one or other of the
personages whose characters have been already depic-
ted in the great epics of the country asso many types.

- The aim of every poet or literary authorin India
is to choose certain selected incidents in the lives of
such well-known typical characters and work upon
these incidents in greater detail, more or less accord-
ing to their own imagination, of course, consistently
with the general features of the type as delineated in
the epics. In fact the most popular literary produc-
tions of the country, be they standard poems like the
Raghuvamsa, the Kiratarjuniya, or Naishada or the
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well-known dramas like the Uttararamacharitra, the °
Sakuntala or the Venisamhara, have all been composed
with this single object in view. Scholars who get
acquainted with these excellent literary works of India
will readily realise how finely the plain events depicted
in the epics, have been elaborated in such classical
works and what moral and emotional effects would be
derived from them. The one object kept in view in
composing these works is to produce an unconscious
tendency in the minds of the readers to follow the
good characters therein depicted and shun the evil *
ones. ‘
As a matter of fact the most important lesson to
be learnt after reading the Mahabharata, for instance,
is that the path of Dharmaraja and his brothers
extolled therein should also be our path and the path
of Dhuryodhana and his brothers condemned therein
should also be shunned by us. Similarly the effect
of a deep study of the Ramayana must be the creation
of a tendency on the part of the readers to follow the
path of Rama and shun that of Ravana as is exempli-
fied by the well-known adage, commending one to

follow Rama and shun Ravana. wmifdagratcasd
7 gamtyay,

The author of the present work, “Sita Ravana
Samvada” has pre-eminently succeeded in producing
this very valuable effect regarding the rule of conduct
of every reader who goes through this work carefully.
In the whole range of his work, the one object of the
author is to bring forth the contrast between the high
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and exemplary life of Rama and the low and despicable
life of Ravana, while at the same time the great and
good Sita is indirectly made to show herself to perfec-
tion as a model of a good woman. The plot has been
skilfully laid in the Asokavana where Sita has been
confined by Ravana and the whole story is in the form
of a dialogue between Ravanaand Sita with Hanuman
quietly watching the scene from the top of the
Asoka Tree.

The main body of the work consists of 50 stanzas,
each stanza representing a dialogue between Ravana
and Sita. Ravana begins the conversation as described
in the first three lines of each stanza comprising the
work, and Sita replies to Ravana in the fourth line.
True to his character, Ravana, in his speeches, follows
the well-known ways of the wicked by extolling
himself and condemning Rama. He boasts of his
own exploits und excellences, deprecating the good
qualities of Sri Rama ; and with such palpable device
he tries to induce the good Sita to accept him as her
lover in preference to her lawful lord. Sita in reply
in the fourth quarter of each stanza contradicts
Ravana quite openly at the same time conveying a
concealed meaning in the words used by her: —First
a blunt and direct réply is given to Ravana stopping
his mouth in plain and abusive-language. But the
real reply of Sita is hidden in the skilful language
selected by the author, and it is here that the special
excellence of the present work is displayed in a
manner quite unsurpassed in any other Sansorit work

B
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existing. In the apparently plain contradicting reply’
of Sita, a second and fuller meaning is conveyed by
the author by suggesting a very slight but indeed a
very skilful modification in the speech of Ravana; and
the effect is, the whole sense of his wicked speech is
altered in favor of Rama at the expense of Ravana
himself. The suggested change afi once brings forth
Rama as an object worthy of the love of Sita as well
as an ideal hero for the world to follow, while Ravana
is rendered really contemptible, practically in his own
words. The character of Sita the good is thus
rendered doubly pure in at once shunning Ravana
and extolling her own lawful husband and the Lord
of the World.

The modification suggested by Sita in thus
altering the sense of Ravana’s speech, is based upon
one or other of the following methods.

(1) The omission of a specific single letter in the
speech. sAMTATHT.

(2) The substitution of a specific single letter in
- place of another. afagwTHT.

(8) Or the addition of another single letter in a
particular position of the speech. wrfrgwraT.

Such composition goes under the name of what
may be called a sort of “Chitra Bandah” in Sanscrit
and it is here that the author has shown his
extraordinary skill and ability in wielding a highly
difficult language like Sanscrit. It is hardly necessary
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to state, this style of cowposition imposes great
restrictions on the author and the selection of the
words put into the mouths of both Ravana and Sita
so as to give quite a reverse sense with a slight
modification, is really very difficult. Notwithstand-
ing such self-imposed restrictions, the style is simple
and flowing, conveying a dignified idea quite readily
grasped.

All this reflects great credit on the author. As
far as is known this is the very second attempt in
which such a sustained difficult style has been
successfully adopted in Sanscrit the first attempt
being made by the late Pandit Mahavidhvan
Chamarajanagara Rama Sastri, the Guru or teacher
of the present author. The Guru had the ambition
of composing & hundred stanzas, in this style and on
thesame subject, each stanza being a dialogue between
Ravana and Sita. But unfortunately for one reason
or another he stopped at the completion of only 50
stanzas. On account of the excellence of this work it
has been patronised by the Mysore Government and
printed as one of the Oriental Library Publications,
Besides this, Government were pleased to make a
substantial pecuniary reward to the author. In that
book the author has expressed his great desire that
some one better gifted than himself may fulfil his
object by composing the remaining 50 sfanzas to
make up the 100 contemplated by him, and has gone
so far as to say that he would bow down a thousand
times to such a distinguished successor if any.
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It is really an extraordinary coincidence that the
ideal, Guru, Pandit Chamarajanagar Rama Sastri, has
been fourtunate to secure an equally ideal Sishya or
disciple in the author of our present work, who has
composed, true to the wishes of his Guru, the remain.
ing 50 stanzas on the same subject and in the same
style of composition.

Like a true and dutiful Sishya that he is, the
present author has very rightly dedicated his book to
his own Guru at the same time praying for 1000
blessings from the Guru rather than accepting the 1000
bowings offered by the Guru himself. I must also
say to the greab credit of the author that he has in
way excelled the Guru in the more systematic
arrangements of the dialogue between Ravana and
Sita. In the present work the first three lines of each
stanza represent the speech of Ravana and the lash
line is the doubly effective reply of Sita, while such
& definite arrangement is not always maintained in
the other work composed by the Guru.

~ Like his Guru the present author also has written
an elaborate commentary on his own work, so that
the beauties of the style adopted in this diffcult
composition may be appreciated by all lovers of
Sanserit even with an ordinary knowledge of the
language. Parallel passages from the Ramayana and
other standard works are profusely quoted in the

commentary and this makes the book all the more
valuable.
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I have carefully gone through the whole of the
composition and & good portion of the commentary
and T have nothing but highest praise to bestow on
the excellent classical work produced by the author,
Iwis a matter of great gratification that this superior
work has received due support and patronage at the
hands of the Government by way of its publication in
the Mysore Oriental Library Sanscrit Series and I
can strongly recommend that the author richly
deserves to be duly rewarded in the shape of money
and books at least to the same extent as the previous
work of his Guru.

Besides this work, the author has produced many
other works in Sanscrit and Kannada and some of
his Kannada works have been prescribed as texts for
F.A. and B.A. Examinations of the University of
Madras. The present work also deserves to be
similarly pdtronised by being prescribed as a Univer-
sity Text-book.

I have only to add that the author Asthana-
vidvan Mysore Sitaram Sastriisa good Sanscrif
scholar of very simple habits and high character.
Though holding & very humble position as a Pandit
in the Mysore Government Collegiate High School,
he is really a model of plain living and high thinking
and deserves every respect and encouragement by all

lovers of Sanserit,
Karpur SERINIVASRAY,
MYSORE, } Retired Chief Engineer, and
14th April 1919 Chazrman, Sanserit Board of Studies,
Mysore University.
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Mrysore,
18th April, 1919.

I have read with very great interest the Sans-
crit poem entitled ¢ Sitaravanasamvada ” by Pandif
Sitarama Sastryar. The poem describes an imaginary
interview between Sita and Ramsa and consists of
Slokas which exhibit much ingenuity of style.

Considering the restrictions under which they
have been composed, these Slokas are surprisingly
simple and elegant and I am of opinion that the
author had succeeded remarkably well in his attempt
to provide a supplement to the work of the same naine
by the late Pandit Chamarajanagar Rama Sastryar,

M. Hirrvanxa,
Professor of Sanskrit,
Maharaja’s College.
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